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EDITORIAL 


A  VISIT  TO  BE  REMEMBERED 


SEPTEMBER  7,  1967,  marked  a  great  event  in  the  history  of  the  South 
African  Mission,  for  it  was  then  that  Elder  Mark  E.  Petersen  and  his 
lovely  wife  arrived  to  make  a  tour  of  the  various  districts  and  branches  of 
the  Mission.  They  were  met  at  the  Johannesburg  Airport  by  many  faithful 
members  and  missionaries  of  the  Church. 

During  their  stay  in  Southern  Africa,  Elder  Petersen  dedicated  chapsls 
at  Welkom,  Johannesburg,  and  Klerksdorp  in  the  Republic  of  South  Africa. 
He  also  dedicated  a  chapel  in  Salisbury,  Rhodesia. 

The  Mayor  of  Johannesburg  and  the  Mayor  of  Klerskorp  each  attended 
their  respective  dedication  services,  speaking  in  them,  and  expressing 
complimentary  remarks  concerning  the  members  of  the  Church  in  their 
communities. 

In  addition  to  the  cities  mentioned  above,  the  Petersens  held  con- 
ferences with  the  members  of  the  Church  and  their  friends  and  investi- 
gators in  most  of  the  major  cities  in  South  Africa,  including  Cape  Town, 
Port  Elizabeth,  East  London,  and  Durban.  In  Rhodesia,  meetings  were 
held  in  Bulawayo  and  Salisbury.  In  Zambia,  they  were  held  in  Kitwe  and 
in  Lusaka. 

Great  and  inspired  programmes  were  introduced  by  Elder  Petersen. 
Members  and  missionaries  alike  have  expressed  the  conviction  that  great 
benefits  will  accrue  to  the  work  in  South  Africa  as  a  result  of  the  pro- 
grammes introduced  by  him. 

Typical  of  comments  received  from  many  are  the  following: 
"The  highlight  of  this  week  came  of  course  with  the  arrival  of  Elder 
Petersen  ...  in  Durban.  It's  indescribable  the  amount  of  good  his  visit 
has  done  for  .  .  .  Elders  and  the  members,  and  investigators,  also.  We 
were  talking  to  some  of  the  branch  leaders  and  at  the  moment  they  are 
just  as  enthused  as  we  are  about  the  new  programmes  which  Elder  Petersen 
left  with  us.  With  their  help,  and  the  Lord's,  we  should  be  able  to  greatly 
increase  our  success  in,  this  district." 

Another  said:  "I  wish  you  could  hear  all  the  good  comments  made 
by  the  non-members  about  Elder  Petersen's  talk.  The  people  we  spoke 
with  after  the  meeting  were  very  impressed." 

Still  another  said:  "How  many  times  I  thought  as  we  were  sharing 
the  company  of  Elder  Petersen,  what  a  wonderful  privilege  we  have  to  be 
able  to  associate  with  an  Apostle  of  the  Lord.  As  I  sat  and  listened  to  his 
testimony,  I  could  tell  just  how  close  he  is  to  our  Father  in  Heaven,  and 
I  wept  for  joy  at  his  greatness.  I'm  sure  with  our  new  programmes  we  will 
be  able  to  push  this  work  forward." 

Elder  and  Sister  Petersen's  visit  will  long  be  remembered  by  all  who 
met  with  them.  Great  progress  will  take  place  in  the  furtherance  of  the 
Gospel  in  this  mission,  if  each  of  us  will  dedicate  ourselves  to  carrying 
out  the  wonderful  programmes  that  they  have  introduced. 

As  the  Petersen's  left  this  country,  they  did  so  with  the  thanks  and 
appreciation  of  all  who  heard  them  speak.  We  hope  they  will  soon  be  able 
to  return  again  to  let  us  partake  of  their  testimonies  and  their  contagious 
spirit  of  devotion  to  our  Heavenly  Father's  great  work. 

President  and  Sister  Howard  C.  Badger 
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SOUTH  AFRICAN  MISSION  NEWS 

NEWSPAPERS  ANNOUNCE  ARRIVAL 

Announcing  the  arrival  cf  Elder  Petersen  and  his  wife  to  Southern 
Africa,  newspapers  throughout  the  Mission  carried  articles  displaying 
titles  such  as,  "Mormon  Leader  Visits  City",  and  "What  Do  You  Know 
About  the  Mormons?"  These  articles  ranged  from  brief  announcements  to 
full  scale  expositions  with  pictures  of  Elder  Petersen.  Following  is  an 
article  sent  from  the  Mission  Home  to  the  various  branches  included  in 
Elder  Petersen's  tour  from  which  most  of  the  information  used  by  the 
newspapers  was  taken.  Upon  reading  the  article  in  the  East  London  Times, 
which  was  taken  almost  wholly  from  this  original  article.  Elder  Petersen 
remarked  that  it  was  the  largest  and  best  written  article  on  the  Church 
he  had  seen  published  anywhere. 


SEPTEMBER  7,  1967  will  begin 
the  seventeen  day  visit  of  Elder 
Mark  E.  Petersen,  a  member  of  the 
Council  of  the  Twelve  Apostles  of 
the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-Day  Saints  (Mormon)  to 
Southern  Africa.  He  and  Howard 
C.  Badger,  Mission  President  of  the 
Mormon  Church  in  Southern  Afri- 
ca, together  with  their  wives,  will 
be  visiting  most  of  the  major  centres 
throughout  South  Africa,  Rhodesia, 
and  Zambia,  to  hold  special  meet- 
ings with  Church  members  and 
officials   and  the  general   public. 

Over  6500  Mormons  throughout 
these  countries  are  anxiously  await- 
ing the  arrival  of  Elder  Petersen, 
to  whom  they  look  and  respect  as 
the  early  Christians  did  the 
Apostles  in  Christ's  day.  Elder 
Petersen  and  eleven  other  Apostles 
of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-Day  Saints  travel  the  entire 
world  to  bring  the  message  of 
"Mormonism"  and  its  beliefs  to  all 
peoples.  They  act  under  the  direc- 
tion of  President  David  O.  McKay, 
whom  members  of  this  Church 
accept  as  a  latter-day  prophet.  They 
believe  that  God  will  speak  through 
this  prophet  in,  guiding  His  Church 
—  just  as  God  spoke  through  Moses 
in   Old  Testament  Times. 

Elder  Petersen  was  born  Novem- 
ber 7,  1900,  in  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah;  a  son  of  Danish  converts  to 
the   Mormon   Church. 

A  former  newspaper  man,  he 
advanced  through  the  ranks  from 
news  carrier,  as  a  boy,  to  reporter, 
news   editor,    managing   editor,    and 


general  manager  of  the  Deseret 
News  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah, 
U.S.A.  —  the  Intermountain  West's 
first  newspaper. 

As  a  young  man,  he  served  two 
and  one  half  years  as  a  missionary 
for  the  Mormon  Church  in  Canada. 
He,  like  more  than  70  missionaries 
throughout  Southern  Africa  today, 
volunteered  his  time  and  paid  his 
own  expenses  to  acquaint  the  public 
with  the  message  of  "Mormonism" 

As  well  as  being  a  leader  of  his 
Church,  Elder  Petersen  is  currently 
president  of  one  of  the  leading 
newspaper  agencies,  the  Deseret 
News  and  Publishing  Company.  He 
is  also  chairman  of  its  board  of 
directors,  and  vice-president  of  the 
Newspaper  Corporation. 

A  tireless  worker  and  prolific 
writer,  Elder  Petersen  in  recent 
years  has  travelled  widely  through- 
out the  world  on  Church  assign- 
ments. This  visit  marks  the  second 
time  that  he  has  come  to  South 
Africa.  Of  his  visit  to  South  Africa 
in  November.  1965,  he  has  said,  "I 
have  been  deeply  impressed  with 
all  I  have  seen  here.  During  the 
short  time  that  I  have  been  here,  I 
have  grown  to  love  your  land  and 
your  people." 

The  Mormon  Church  was  found- 
ed in  1830  by  Joseph  Smith.  At 
that  time  there  was  only  six  mem- 
bers in  the  church.  Since  that  time 
the  church  has  grown,  and  spread 
to  almost  every  country  in  the 
world,  and  boasts  a  membership  of 
over  two  and  one  half  million 
people.  A  large  percentage  of  these 
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members  are  divided  into  missions 
as  is  the  case  in  Southern  Africa. 
Missions  throughout  the  church  are 
presided  over  by  at  least  one  of  the 
Twelve  Apostles  of  the  Church. 
Elder  Petersen  is  now  presiding  over 
the  missions  of  the  Church  in  Great 
Britain,  as  well  as  Southern  Africa. 

"Mormonism"  was  first  intro- 
duced into  South  Africa  in  1853  by 
three  Mormon  missionaries.  Jesse 
Haven,  Leonard  Smith,  and  William 
Walker.  Since  that  time,  the  Church 
has  grown,  and  has  recently  com- 
pleted beautiful  chapels  in  every 
major  city.  During  his  visit.  Elder 
Petersen  will  dedicate  four  of  these 
chapels,  which  according  to  church 
teachings  must  be  paid  in  full  when 
dedicated.  Chapels  to  be  dedicated 
are  in  Johannesburg,  Klerksdorp. 
Welkom.  and  Salisbury.  Dedication 
services  for  the  chapel  in  Johannes- 
burg will  be  held  on  September  10th 
at  5.00  p.m.  to  which  the  public  is 
cordially  invited. 

One  of  the  striking  differences 
between  the  Mormon  faith  and 
other  churches  is  that  the  Mormons 
do  not  accept  the  Bible  as  the  only 
source  of  truth.  Thev  also  use 
another  book  called  "The  Book  of 
Mormon".  This  book  tells  of  the 
early  history  of  America  even 
before  the  time  of  Christ,  and  gives 
an  account  of  Christ's  appearance 
after  His  resurrection  among  the 
American   Indians. 

There  have  been  many  archaeo- 
logical findings  in  South  America 
in  recent  years  which  point  to  the 
fact  that  Christianity  was  practised 
among  the  early  American  Indians. 
Until  the  discovery  of  "The  Book 
of  Mormon",  no  one  had  been  able 
to  give  any  concrete  evidence  as  to 
where  these  people  came  from,  and 
why  their  culture  is  linked  so  closely 
to  Ancient  Jerusalem. 

Members  of  this  Church  believe 
God  is  a  tangible  being,  having  the 


form  of  a  man  and  a  body  of  flesh 
and  bone.  He  and  His  son,  Jesus 
Christ,  are  separate  and  distinct 
beings. 

They  also  believe  that  the  au- 
thority to  act  in  the  name  of  God 
was  lost  from  the  earth  after  the 
death  of  Christ  and  His  apostles 
and  was  restored  to  the  earth 
through  heavenly  visitations  to 
modern  day  prophets. 

They  also  believe  that  worthy 
members  will  live  in  the  eternities 
in  a  family  relationship.  When  their 
marriages  are  performed  by  autho- 
rized persons,  this  marriage  is  for 
time  and  all  eternity  and  not  just 
until  death.  Husband  and  wife  and 
children  will  know  one  another  and 
family  love  and  association  will 
continue. 

This  Church  has  a  welfare  pro- 
gramme which  cares  for  the  worthy 
r,2edy  members  of  the  Church.  They 
do  not  feel  that  it  should  be  the 
responsibility  of  the  state  to  care 
for  those  in  need,  but  instead  is  the 
responsibility   of  the  church. 

Good  "Mormons"  do  not  drink 
tea,  coffee,  or  alcoholic  beverages. 
A'so,  they  believe  that  the  use  of 
tobacco  by  man  is  contrary  to  the 
will  of  God. 

They  believe  in  a  very  lite-al 
acceptance  of  the  teachings  of  <he 
Bible.  They  pay  ten  percent  of  the;r 
income  to  the  Church  as  tithine, 
baptize  by  immersion,  believe  in 
the  laying  on  of  hands  for  the  gift 
of  the  Holy  Ghost  and  also  for  th" 
healing  of  the  sick.  Also,  every 
worthy  male  member  who  is  twelve 
years  of  age  or  over  is  given  the 
Priesthood,  which  permits  him  to 
help  in  the  work  of  the  Church.  As 
an  evidence  of  their  literal  accep- 
tance of  the  Bible,  they  have  the 
same  named  officers  as  in  the  pri- 
mitive Church  of  Christ. 


The  Editor  would  like  to  express  special  appreciation  to  the  CSM 
Correspondents,  who,  through  their  timely  assistance,  made  possible  the 
preceding  article.  In  most  cases  it  was  possible  to  use  only  a  small  portion 
of  the  information  provided  about  Elder  Petersen's  visit  to  your  respective 
branch.  However,  all  of  the  article';  submitted  were  read,  considered,  and 
enjoyed. 
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ARRIVAL  IN  JOHANNESBURG 

X^ARLY  in  the  morning  of  -September  7.  1967.  shortly  after  8.00  a.m., 
-■-^  a  small  group  of  people  assembled  at  Jan  Smuts  Airport  to  receive 
passengers  from  London  into  South  Africa.  Two  of  these  passengers  were 
met  at  the  plane  by  President  and  Sister  Howard  C.  Badger,  who  had 
received  special  permission  to  go  on  to  the  runway.  Soon,  the  four  of  them 
were  ushered  through  customs  and  then  to  a  small  reception  room.  There 
the  two  visitors  were  received  by  an  enthusiastic  group  of  men,  women, 
and  children,  who  were  not  satisfied  until  they  had  all  shaken  the  hands 
of  the  guests.  President  Badger  then  took  charge  of  the  small  gathering, 
asking  Sister  Christine  du  Plessis  to  lead  while  those  present  joined  together 
in  singing  "We  Thank  Thee  O  God  for  a  Prophet."  The  singing  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  brief  prayer,  and  then  both  of  the  guests  expressed  their  appre- 
ciation for  those  present  and  their  thankfulness  for  having  arrived  safetly. 
After  a  few  minutes  the  small  gathering  dispersed,  each  of  the  several 
people  returning  to  his  normal  daily  routine.  Such  was  the  inconspicuous 
arrival  of  Elder  and  Sister  Mark  E.  Petersen  to  this  mission. 

Although  unnoticed  by  the  majority  of  the  people  in  Southern  Africa, 
the  arrival  of  Elder  and  Sister  Petersen  marked  the  beginning  of  one  of 
the  most  significant  periods  in  the  religious  history  of  the  entire  continent. 
For  the  next  sixteen  days  leaders,  missionaries,  and  members  of  The 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  as  well  as  many  others,  were 
privileged  to  receive  the  counsel,  advice,  and  inspiration  of  a  modern-day 
Apostle  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Nearly  every  major  city  in  South  Africa, 
Rhodesia,  and  Zambia  was  visited  by  Elder  Petersen  and  his  wife  as  they 
toured  the  South  African   Mission  with  President  and  Sister  Badger. 
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Directly  after  arriving  at  the  Jan  Smuts  Airport  on  Thursday,  Sep- 
tember 7,  Elder  and  Sister  Petersen  were  driven  to  the  Mission  Home  in 
Houghton,  where  they  spent  the  rest  of  the  morning  and  early  afternoon 
resting  from  their  tedious  journey. 

That  evening  after  enjoying  the  South  African  hospitality  of  the 
Mission  Home,  in  the  form  of  a  turkey  dinner  beginning  with  guava  juice 
terminating  with  home-made  grenadilla  ice  cream,  Elder  and  Sister  Petersen 
retired  to  the  living  room  where  everyone  enjoyed  singing  together.  At  one 
stage  in  the  evening  when  everyone's  voices  needed  a  rest,  Elder  Petersen 
askd  his  wife  to  teach  the  Elders  present  how  to  lead  music.  Even  when 
resting,  he  didn't  waste  a  minute  as  is  representative  of  his  entire  tour. 

MEETING  WITH  MISSIONARIES 

The  following  morning,  after  battling  the  early  morning  rush,  Elder 
Petersen  and  President  Badger  met  at  Ramah  at  8.00  a.m.  with  over 
thirty  missionaries  who  had  come  from  all  over  the  Transvaal.  In  speak- 
ing to  the  missionaries  preceding  Elder  Petersen's  talk,  President  Badger 
said,  "The  Gospel  doesn't  change,  but  the  methods  of  presenting  it  do. 
That  is  why  Elder  Petersen  is  here."  Soon  thereafter  the  missionaries  found 
this  statement  to  be  entirely  true.  Elder  Petersen  spoke  to  them  for 
approximately  three  hours  discussing  new  and  better  methods  of  bringing 
people  into  the  Church  to  stay.  He  said,  "But  the  people  won't  come  unless 
we  bring  them."  Particular  emphasis  was  placed  on  ways  to  meet  people 
and  approaches  to  be  used  upon  meeting  them.  Still  more  emphatic  em- 
phasis was  placed  on  learning  the  Afrikaans  language.  Elder  Petersen  said 
that  this  is  a  two  and  a  half  year  mission.  Thus,  learning  Afrikaans  is  not 
optional,  it  is  required.  The  people  must  accept  the  missionaries  before 
they  will  accept  the  Gospel.  "We  can't  be  considered  aliens",  he  said. 
Essentially  the  same  instructions  were  given  to  the  missionaries  in  each 
area  that  Elder  Petersen  visited. 

LEADERSHIP  MEETINGS 

Leadership  meetings  were  also  held  in  every  area  of  the  mission 
visited  by  the  Petersens.  In  each  area,  Elder  Petersen  and  President  Badger 
met  with  the  Branch  and  District  Presidencies  as  well  the  Elders  Quorum 
Presidencies.  In  the  meantime,  Sister  Petersen  and  Sister  Badger  met  with 
all  the  officers  and  teachers  of  the  women's  auxiliaries.  Any  other  women 
who  wished  to  attend  were  invited  to  do  so. 

In  these  Leadership  Meetings  Elder  Petersen  stressed  three  major 
points.  First,  he  explained  the  missionary  tool  of  the  Branch  Open  House 
and  the  part  the  Branch  is  to  play  in  this  function.  Second,  he  proposed 
a  programme  whereby  the  members  can  use  their  own  Family  Home 
Evenings  as  proselyting  tools.  Third,  he  advised  all  of  the  officers  to  be 
diligent  in  making  sure  that  they  and  their  families  attend  all  of  the 
Priesthood  and  Sacrament  meetings  in  their  respective  branches.  Then 
Elder  Petersen  admonished  them  to  encourage  the  rest  of  the  members 
to  do  likewise. 

In  the  women's  meetings,  both  Sister  Badger  and  Sister  Petersen 
addressed  the  women,  telling  of  personal  experiences  and  adapting  their 
remarks  to  the  particular  situations  existing  in  the  various  branches.  In 
all  of  these  meetings  Sister  Petersen  favoured  the  sisters  with  a  number 
or  two  on  the  piano.  Sister  Ann  Booth  of  Port  Elizabeth  reported  that 
one  of  the  sisters  there  remarked,  "She  almost  makes  the  piano  talk  to 
her."  The  balance  of  the  time  was  taken  in  round  table  discussions  in 
which  particular  problems  and  pertinent  programmes  were  discussed. 
Later,  after  returning  to  the  Mission  Home,  Sister  Badger  expressed  her 
pleasure  in  giving  the  sisters  of  the  Mission  the  opportunity  to  meet  and 
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associate  with  Sister  Petersen.  She  also  expressed  her  gratitude  that  Sister 
Petersen  was  able  to  see  what  outstanding  women  there  are  in  the  South 
African  Mission.  She  said,  "We  were  delighted  with  the  enthusiasm  we 
found  in  every  place  we  visited." 

WELKOM 

Directly  after  lunch  on  Friday,  Elder  and  Sister  Petersen  and  President 
and  Sister  Badger  left  by  car  for  Welkom,  taking  along  with  them  a 
missionary  who  had  arrived  in  the  country  only  the  day  before. 

Following  the  leadership  meetings  at  Welkom  was  the  dedication 
service  of  the  Welkom  Chapel  at  7.30  p.m.  Members  from  all  over  the 
Free  State  and  from  Kimberley  attended  to  witness  this  event.  Of  the 
effect  of  Elder  Petersen's  remarks  there,  one  of  the  missionaries  records 
this:  "Elder  Petersen  made  a  great  impression  on  the  people,  so  much 
so  that  the  Smith  family  has  expressed  a  wish  to  be  baptized." 


TRANSVAAL  YOUTH  CONFERENCE  AND  RECEPTION 

The  following  day,  soon  after  the  return  trip  to  Johannesburg,  a 
Transvaal  Youth  Conference  was  held  at  Ramah.  By  2.00  p.m.,  when  the 
meeting  began,  the  chapel  was  well  filled.  The  meetings  began  with  singing 

by  a  Transvaal  youth  choir.  After 
the  prayer,  both  Sister  Badger  and 
Sister  Petersen  addressed  the  youth. 
Their  remarks  were  followed  by  a 
quartet  from  Springs  which  sang, 
"I'll  Walk  with  God."  Next  the  youth 
heard  from  President  Badger  and 
then  from  Elder  Petersen.  President 
Badger  addressed  the  youth  with 
the  statement,  "You  are  the  products 
of  Mormonism."  The  ensuing  re- 
marks by  Elder  Petersen  substantiated 
that  statement,  when  he  based  the 
major  part  of  them  on  answering 
the  question,  "What  is  a  L.D.S. 
Youth". 

That  evening  at  7.00  p.m.  the 
Transvaal  District  held  a  reception 
for  the  Petersens  at  Ramah.  An,  in- 
formal social  function,  the  reception 
was  held  in  the  cultural  hall  of 
Ramah  with  a  pleasing  natural  at- 
mosphere created  by  well  pro- 
portioned floral  and  foliage  decora- 
tions. Directly  after  singing  "We 
Thank  Thee  O  God  for  a  Prophet", 
and  the  opening  prayer,  the  recep- 
tion was  opened  for  twenty  minutes 
in  which  everyone  was  allowed  to 
shake  hands  with  and  speak  to 
Elder  and  Sister  Petersen.  Then  those  in  the  gathering  were  entertained  by 
several  special  musical  numbers  with  a  short  intermission  for  refreshments. 
Sister  Petersen  spoke  briefly  following  the  entertainment  and  expressed 
her  feelings  in  the  words,  "How  wonderful  you  are."  Elder  Petersen  said 
that  he  would  like  to  "echo"  what  Sister  Petersen  had  said.  He  then  con- 
tinued to  express  his  appreciation  for  the  song  "Die  Stem",  that  had  been 
sung  by  Sister  Christine  du  Plessis  just  previous  to  Sister  Petersen's  re- 
marks. He  said  that  everyone  should  be  patriotic  towards  their  flag  and 
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nation.  A  large  portion  of 
his  succeeding  expression 
was  devoted  to  the  impor- 
tance of  sustaining  and 
supporting  the  government 
of  our  countries  because 
of  the  right  to  the  exercise 
of  our  Free  Agency  which 
they  provide  for  us.  He 
said  that  without  Free 
Agency,  there  would  be 
no  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

KLERKSDORP 

Sunday  morning,  Sep- 
tember 10.  Elder  and 
Sister  Petersen  and  Presi- 
dent and  Sister  Badger 
drove  to  Klerskdorp, 
where  the  dedication  of 
the  Klerksdorp  chapel 
took  place.  In  the  first  part  of  the  service  President  Louis  Hefer  presented 
the  Mayor  of  Klerksdorp,  Councillor  Tjaard  Kriiger,  with  a  V.I. P. 
Brochure.  Then,  addressing  the  congregation  as,  "Brothers  and  Sisters," 
the  Mayor  welcomed  Elder  and  Sister  Petersen  into  Klerksdorp  and  into 
South  Africa.  He  spoke  on  fellowship  and  standing  for  what  we  believe. 
Finally,  he  expressed  his  admiration  of  the  Klerksdorp  Chapel  and  said 
that  it  was  a  pleasure  to  have  it  in  the  community. 

Certainly,  Sister  Badger's  opening  comment  that  the  building  shines 
the  same  as  the  people's  faces  shine  reflected  the  impression  left  by  the 
Klerksdorp  Branch  Choir  as  they  sang  immediately  following  the  Mayor's 
remarks.  President  Badger  followed  his  wife,  beginning  his  talk  in  Afri- 
kaans. Next,  after  Sister  Petersen,  Elder  Petersen  spoke  and  concluded 
with  the  statement  that  God  loves  the  world  so  much  that  He  has  given 
added  revelation,  new  knowledge,  new  Prophets  and  Apostles  .  .  .  and  that 
is  the  message  of  the  Latter-day  Saints.  He  then  offered  the  Dedicatory 
Prayer. 


Ma/or    of    Klerksdorp,    Councillor    Tjaard    Kriiger, 
and   Elder  Petersen. 


RAMAH 

Sunday  after-noon,  members  and  friends  from  all  over  the  Transvaal 
assembled  at  Ramah  for  the  dedication  service  of  its  new  classroom  wing. 
The  chapel,  cultural  hall,  stand,  and  stage  were  overflowing.  The  Mayor 
of  Johannesburg,  Mayor  Ross  Spencer,  was  in  attendance  and  delivered 
a  short  address  to  the  congregation  after  having  been  presented  a  Brochure 
by  President  George  Samuels.  The  Combined  Ramah  Choir  then  sang. 
"The  Battle  Hymn  of  the  Republic,"  after  which  those  assembled  heard 
from  Sister  Badger  and  Sister  Petersen;  President  Powrie,  who  said  that  as 
a  result  of  the  baptism  of  him  and  his  wife  seventeen  years  ago  to  the  day, 
"Little  bits  of  heaven  have  come  into  our  lives";  President  Badger  and 
Elder  Petersen.  Following  Elder  Petersen's  awaited  remarks  came  the 
Dedicatory  Prayer.  Referring  to  Elder  Petersen's  visit  to  the  Transvaal, 
one  member  wrote,  "I  know  now  why  Mark  E.  Petersen  has  been  chosen 
by  the  Lord  to  be  one  of  His  Apostles.  The  two  days  he  was  here  have 
been  among  the  most  inspirational  of  my  life." 


October.  1967 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER 


261 


TO  COASTAL  CITIES 


Monday  morning,  September  11,  Elder  and  Sister  Petersen  and  Presi- 
dent and  Sister  Badger  began,  their  tour  of  the  coastal  branches  by  flying 
to  Cape  Town,  where  they  were  greeted  by  brilliant  sunshine  and  several 
members  representing  both  the  Bellville  and  Mowbray  branches. 

That  evening  in  the  Mowbray 
Chapel  the  highlight  of  the  Cape 
District  Conference  came  as  Elder 
Petersen  rose  to  speak.  As  Sister 
Beatrice  E.  Smith  writes,  "There 
was  a  hush  as  he  opened  his  talk 
with  the  familiar  words  of  'My 
Brothers  and  Sisters'  ...  A  pin 
would  have  been  heard  to  drop  in 
that  gathering  of  spellbound 
listeners." 


Petersen     addressing     saints     at 
Durban. 


Shortly  before  noon  the  next 
morning,  the  four  travellers  de- 
parted again,  this  time  for  Port 
Elizabeth.  As  they  arrived  at  the 
airport  of  their  destination,  Sister 
Petersen  and  Sister  Badger  were 
presented  corsages  by  President 
Charsley  on  behalf  of  the  Branch. 
That  evening  approximately  120 
members  and  investigators  were 
present  when  Elder  Petersen  bore 
his  testimony  of  the  reality  of  God  Ejder 
in  spite  of  the  unbelief  in  the  world 
at    present.    As    Sister   Ann    Booth 

writes  quoting  Elder  Petersen,  "  'God  is  the  greatest  reality,  there  is  nothing 
as  certain  as  that  God  lives  .  .  .  this  is  the  basis  of  faith'  and  has  been 
proven  in  these  latter  days  by  His  appearance  to  our  Prophet  Joseph  Smith 
and  the  restoration  of  the  Gospel." 

In  East  London  Wednesday  afternoon,  looking  back  on  their  arrival, 
as  Sister  Naomi  Raubenheimer  writes,  "Sister  Badger  .  .  .  said  they  couldn't 
have  missed  the  Mormons,  as  we  had  a  shine  in  our  faces  that  the  other 
people  just  did  not  have."  That  evening  the  East  London  chapel  was  filled 
with  ninety-two  people,  twenty  of  whom  were  non-members.  They  were 
all  listeners  as  Elder  Petersen  stated  what  seemed  to  be  the  theme  of  the 
Conference:  "Joseph  Smith  talked  to  God  and  the  Gospel  has  been  restored 
and  is  being  preached  to  the  entire  free  world.  We  have  charity  to  all  and 
bear  this  message  with  love." 

Thursday,  September  14,  Elder  and  Sister  Petersen  and  President  and 
Sister  Badger  arrived  at  their  next  stop,  Durban.  There,  Sister  Petersen  in 
describing  the  Prophet  David  O.  McKay  said,  "He  is  a  most  delightful 
and  wonderful  person  to  meet.  He  is  generous,  he's  kindly,  he's  humorous, 
and  he  is  a  prophet  of  the  living  God"  Then,  Elder  Petersen,  in  his  talk, 
paraphrased  the  statement,  "If  we  will  accept  the  word  of  the  President 
of  the  Church  as  if  from  the  mouth  of  God,  and  fulfill  it  in  all  patience 
and  faith,  the  gates  of  hell  will  not  prevail  against  any  of  us." 

Upon  leaving  Durban,  on  Friday  morning,  September  15,  Elder  Peter- 
sen and  President  Badger  and  their  wives  embarked  upon  the  last  sector 
of  their  journey. 
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THROUGH  JOHANNESBURG  TO  RHODESIA 

They  arrived  in  Johannesburg  at  8.20  that  morning  and  left  again  for 
Bulawayo  just  over  three  and  a  half  hours  later.  During  the  short  interval 
at  Johannesburg  President  and  Sister  Badger  made  a  hurried  visit  to  the 
Mission  Home,  where  their  daughter  Lisa  was  down  with  the  measles. 

In  Bulawayo  that  even- 
ing twenty-seven,  members, 
six  missionaries  and 
twenty-five  visitors,  includ- 
ing a  Roman  Catholic 
Priest,  were  present  to 
hear  Elder  Petersen's  coun_ 
sel.  Sister  Dawn  Owen 
writes,  "He  held  a  hushed 
audience  spellbound  .  .  . 
indeed  a  very  great  tribute 
to  a  very  great  man."  This 
was  also  the  first  time 
that  the  Bulawayo  Branch 
had  the  privilege  of  meet- 
ing Sister  Badger. 

Saturday   morning   many  In  front  of  the  Salisbury  Chapel. 

of  the  Bulawayo  members 

followed  as  Elder  and  Sister  Petersen  and  President  and  Sister  Badger 
winged  their  way  to  Salisbury  to  attend  the  festivities  for  the  dedication 
of  the  Salisbury  Chapel. 

The  programme  for  the  dedication  of  the  Salisbury  Branch  was  with- 
out a  doubt  the  most  elaborate  and  comprehensive  of  any  in  the  Mission. 
By  Friday  evening,  while  the  Petersens  and  Badgers  were  in  Bulawayo, 
the  Salisbury  Branch  had  started  its  week-end  activities.  That  evening 
they  held  their  Gold  and  Green  Ball,  the  highlight  of  which  was  the  Ama- 
teur  Ballroom  Association    of   Rhodesia's   staged   competition. 

In  order  to  keep  the  chapel  spotlessly  clean,  for  the  dedication,  two 
large  tents  or  marquees  were  set  up  on  the  chapel  lawn  in  which  were 
several  tables  with  gaily  coloured  tablecloths  and  floral  centrepieces.  All 
of  the  food  which  was  served  throughout  the  Conference,  beginning  Friday 
evening,  was  kept,  served  and  eaten  in  these  marquees. 

On  Saturday  evening  well  after  the  arrival  of  Elder  and  Sister  Petersen 
and  President  and  Sister  Badger,  the  Primary  put  on  a  concert  called 
"Primary  Around  the  World,"  followed  by  the  play  "Ketchum  Justice"  by 
the  MIA. 

On  Sunday  the  general  activities  consisted  of  a  conference  session  in 
the  morning  and  the  Dedication  Service  in  the  afternoon.  In  the  afternoon 
meeting  there  were  134  friends  and  visitors  without  even  counting  mem- 
bers and  missionaries!  They  all  witnessed  when,  as  Sister  Jean  Bean 
wrote,  "Elder  Petersen  said  he  brought  congratulations,  blessings,  happiness 
and  thanks  from  President  David  O.  McKay,  who  marvelled  at  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  Church  in  Africa  and  Rhodesia."  Elder  Petersen  also 
stressed  the  importance  of  sound  family  relationships.  Then  finally,  he 
gave  the  Dedicatory  Prayer,  thus  fulfilling  the  dreams  and  extensive  pre- 
parations of  the  saints  of  the  Salisbury  Branch. 

ON  TO  ZAMBIA 

If  it  would  have  been  possible  for  the  visit  of  the  Petersen's  to  have 
been  appreciated  any  more  in  one  place  than  it  was  in  all  of  the  others, 
that  place  would  have  been  in  Zambia.  Elder  Petersen's  visit  to  that  coun- 
try was  the  first  visit  of  a   General  Authority  to  Zambia  since  his  last 
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visit  in  late  1965.  It  was  also  the  first  time  that  the  members  of  the  Church 
in  Zambia  were  able  to  meet  President  and  Sister  Badger  since  their  arrival 
in  Southern  Africa  in  April  of  this  year. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  tour  that  was  held  in  Zambia  was  held  in 
Kitwe,  where  Elder  and  Sister  Petersen  and  President  and  Sister  Badger 
arrived  on  Monday,  September  18.  There  in  the  only  chapel  in  Zambia, 
with  a  congregation  of  but  twenty-five  people  and  possibly  the  youngest 
organist  in  the  entire  Church,  was  witnessed  the  importance  of,  as  Presi- 
dent Phillip  Munch  said,  "going  about  our  Father's  business  .  .  ."  The 
service  held  was  as  complete  as  any  congregation  could  have  made  it. 
In  addition  to  the  congregational  singing  there  was  a  soloist  and  a  quartet, 
all  of  whom  were  from  the  Copperbelt  Branch.  Sister  Kathy  Biddle  writes 
that  Sister  Petersen  admonished  the  members  and  investigators  to  "  'give 
the  Church  a  chance  to  operate  in  your  lives'  so  that  a  testimony  like  unto 
Joseph  Smith's  can  be  obtained."  Finally,  Elder  Petersen  spoke  and  bore 
his  testimony  that  "this  is  the  kingdom  of  God  here  on  earth." 

On  Tuesday,  the  four  travellers  left  for  Lusaka,  where  they  met  that 
evening  in  the  home  of  Brother  Floyd  Larson.  That  evening  Brother 
Larson  was  set  apart  as  the  Presiding  Elder  of  the  Lusaka  Branch,  and 
Brother  Norman  Mossop  was  released.  There  were  approximately  fifteen 
people  present,  but  the  homey  atmosphere  influenced  by  the  inspiring 
remarks  of  Elder  Petersen  made  it  an  occasion  not  to  be  forgotten.  Elder 
Petersen  uplifted  the  small  assemblage  by  speaking  of  the  tremendous 
growth  of  the  Church  throughout  the  world  and  it's  plans  and  programmes 
for  increased  growth.  One  family  attended  who  had  driven,  to  Kitwe  the 

day  before  and  returned  to 
Lusaka  before  returning  to 
their  home  in  Broken  Hill, 
which  is  located  approxi- 
mately 80  miles  from  Lusaka 
on  the  route  to  Kitwe. 

The  following  day,  the 
Petersens  and  Badgers  flew  to 
Victoria  Falls  where  the  four 
of  them  rested  from  the 
rigorous  schedule  they  had 
been  keeping.  While  there 
they  had  the  opportunity  of 
going  through  Wanki  Game 
Reserve,  which  with  a  flat 
tyre  and  a  dead  battery 
proved  to  be  quite  an  ex- 
Posing    before    departure    for    Jan    Smuts.  pcriencc. 

JOHANNESBURG  AND  DEPARTURE 

The  last  leg  of  the  trip  for  President  and  Sister  Badger  came  as  they 
and  Elder  and  Sister  Petersen  flew  from  Victoria  Falls,  changing  flights  at 
Bulawayo,  to  arrive  at  Johannesburg  on  Friday,  September  18.  This  time, 
as  they  landed  at  Jan  Smuts,  they  were  almost  last  through  customs  instead 
of  among  the  first  as  was  the  case  when  they  first  arrived. 

The  last  day  of  the  Petersens  visit  to  Southern  Africa  came  all  too 
soon.  As  cameras  clicked  the  final  pictures,  and  hands  felt  firm  departing 
grips,  farewells  were  said  to  a  wonderful  couple  —  farewells  were  said  to 
an  Apostle  of  the  Lord. 

Though  the  Petersens  were  here  but  a  limited  time  the  memory  of 
them  remains.  The  work  which  they  began  of  strengthening  the  Kingdom 
in  Southern  Africa  is  now  being  continued  by  those  in  whom  they  in- 
stilled their  enthusiastic  desire  to  serve  the  Lord,  and  the  results  of  this 
work  will  long  stand  as  a  monumnt  to  the  strength  of  the  testimonies  borne 
by  this  valiant  couple. 
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by  Elder  Monty  J.  Eggett 
Assistant  To  The  Mission  President 

\  LOT  has  been  said  about  the  importance  of  following  the  counsel 
-^*-  and  advice  of  those  placed  in  positions  of  leadership  in  the  Church. 
The  strength  of  an  organization  depends  on  having  strong  leaders  and,  just 
as  important,  people  who  will  abide  the  counsel  of  their  leaders.  The 
leaders  of  the  Church,  whether  general  authorities  or  local  branch  officers, 
are  all  chosen  servants  of  God  and  it  is  our  duty  to  uphold  them,  as  such, 
in  their  particular  calling.  It  is  often  felt  that  it  isn't  as  important  to 
follow  the  local  officers  as  it  is  to  follow  a  general  authority.  However,  no 
matter  how  small  the  calling,  all  have  certain  authority  and  it  is  important 
to  respect  that  authority. 

Often  we  find  members  or  missionaries  who  will  not  follow  their 
leaders.  It  may  be  that  they  disagree  with  their  procedures  or  that  they 
give  no  thought  to  the  importance  of  accepting  and  following  those  in 
authority.  If  we  feel  we  can  help  our  leaders  by  presenting  them  with  our 
own  ideas,  we  should  feel  free  to  do  so.  If  they  feel  however,  that  other 
ideas  will  work  better  than  ours,  we  should  be  willing  to  support  them  in 
carrying  out  those  ideas.  If  we  feel  that  our  learning  and  wisdom  is  greater 
and  we  fail  to  follow  their  advice,  we  may  remember  the  words  of  Nephi. 
who  when  speaking  of  such  people  said,  ".  .  .  When  they  are  learned  they 
think  they  are  wise  and  they  hearken  not  unto  the  counsels  of  God,  for 
they  set  it  aside,  supposing  they  know  of  themselves,  wherefore,  their 
wisdom  is  foolishness  and  it  profiteth  them  nothing  and  they  perish." 
(II  Nephi  9:28).  The  importance  of  upholding  and  sustaining  our  leaders 
is  evident  throughout  the  scriptures.  However,  the  fault  that  most  of  us 
have  is  that  we  reject  a  teaching  or  idea  without  even  trying  it  out  to  see 
if  it  would  work. 

Many  teachings  and  helps  have  come  to  us  from  our  leaders,  such  as 
Family  Home  Evening,  and  Share  the  Gospel.  We  do  not  often  realize  that 
these  are  just  as  much  commandments  as  the  Word  of  Wisdom  or  Tithing. 
Many  of  us  would  not  think  of  taking  a  cigarette,  but  it  doesn't  matter  if 
we  don't  hold  our  home  evening  or  try  to  share  the  gospel  with  our  friends. 
We  don't  realize  that  these  are  just  as  much  commandments  as  the  others. 

There  are  many  still  that  will  not  do  as  they  are  asked  by  those  in 
authority.  Adam  could  see  the  importance  of  following  counsel  and  advice 
given  him.  When  he  was  making  an  offering  unto  the  Lord,  Satan  asked 
Adam  why  he  was  doing  it.  and  Adam  said  he  was  doing  it  because  the 
Lord  had  commanded  him  to  do  so.  Many  feel  that  if  they  were  asked 
directly  by  God  they,  too,  would  do  what  was  expected  of  them.  Do  we 
realize  that  the  men  holding  the  offices  in  the  church  are  there  because 
God  wants  them  there,  and  he  expects  that  we  will  follow  them  just  as 
we  would  follow  him  if  he  were  here?  How  great  it  would  be  if  we 
could  follow  without  reservation  or  modification,  our  leaders  today,  accept- 
ing their  teachings  and  expectations  only  because  we  know  it  is  expected  of 
us  by  God. 
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Four  Chapels  Dedicated 

While  in  Africa,  Elder  Petersen  dedicated  four  chapels  to  the  work  of 
the  Lord.  These  chapels  are  located  in  Welkom  in  the  Orange  Free  State. 
Johannesburg  and  Klerksdorp  on  the  Transvaal,  and  Salisbury  in  Rhodesia. 
Their  dedications  were  not  only  spiritual  highpoints  to  the  members  in 
these  areas,  but  were  also  notable  civic  events.  The  mayors  of  both  Jo- 
hannesburg and  Klerksdorp  attended  and  participated  in  the  dedication 
services  in  their  respective  cities. 


Welko 


m 


rpHE  Welkom  Branch  was  offi- 
-*-  cially  organized  on  March  13, 
1955.  Elder  Gary  Piatt  was  sus- 
tained as  Branch  President,  with 
Elder  Elmer  Wilford  as  First 
Counsellor  and  Brother  Harry  Greer 
as   Branch  Clerk. 

Four  years  later,  on  June  21, 
1959,  the  leadership  of  the  Branch 
was  turned  over  to  the  members  as 
they  sustained  President  A.  W. 
Robinson  as  their  new  Branch 
President. 

Not  long  after  this  event  a  build- 
ing site  was  purchased  for  a  new 
chapel.  The  Ground  Breaking  cere- 
mony was  held  at  the  end  of  Sep- 
tember. 1962. 

Although  a  time  for  rejoicing, 
this  was  also  a  time  of  sadness.  The 


architect,  Mr.  Roy  Lyall,  died  as  a 
result  of  a  car  accident  early  in 
December.  During  this  period  the 
builder  absconded  with  a  large  part 
of  the  Building  Fund,  and  work  on 
the  chapel  came  to  a  standstill  for 
three  months.  Finally,  however, 
the  work  commenced,  and  the 
Opening  Ceremony  of  the  chapel 
was  held  on  November  16-17,  1963. 
In  July,  1966,  President  Herbert 
Parkin  replaced  President  Robinson, 
who  was  moving  to  Durban.  Then 
on  September  9,  1967,  the  Welkom 
Chapel  was  dedicated  by  Elder 
Mark  E.  Petersen,  and  certainly  all 
of  the  hardships  endured  to  bring 
about  this  event  were  but  memories 
overshadowed  by  the  joy  of  the 
occasion. 
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Ramak 


TN  the  early  1900's  the  first  missionaries  arrived  in  Johannesburg.  Soon 
■*-  a  branch  was  formed  and  meetings  were  held  in  the  homes  of  the 
members.  Finally  in  1918,  a  small  shop  on  the  Fordsburg  Market  Square 
was  rented  and  converted  into  a  meeting  house  and  a  home  for  the  mis- 
sionaries. This  site  eventually  proved  unsuitable  and  the  meeting  place 
was  transferred  to  a  shop  in,  Auret  Street.  Jeppe,  nearer  to  where  most  of 
the  saints  lived. 

In  October,  1924,  the  cornerstone  for  a  chapel  was  laid  by  Mission 
President  J.  Wyley  Sessions  at  a  site  on  Commissioner  Street.  The  chapel 
was  built  there  by  the  members  themselves  with  no  outside  assistance. 

As  time  went  on,  Commissioner  Street  became  an  arterial  road  leading 
to  and  from  the  centre  of  Johannesburg.  With  the  noise  and  bustle  of  the 
traffic  increasing  and  the  Jeppe  firestation  directly  across  the  street,  it  soon 
became  obvious  that  another  site  for  a  building  should  be  purchased. 
World  War  II  delayed  the  building  plans  until  in  January,  1956,  when  a 
ground-breaking  ceremony  was  held  in  Highlands  for  the  beginning  of  a 
new  chapel. 

On  May  26,  1957,  the  saints  met  for  the  first  time  in  their  new  chapel. 
There  they  were  under  the  leadership  of  President  Brian  Chater,  as  their 
Branch  President,  and  Brother  William  S.  Wrench  and  Brother  Tex  Smith, 
as  his  counsellors. 

Soon  the  folding  doors  at  the  rear  of  the  chapel  had  to  be  opened  to 
house  the  fast-growing  congregation,  and  even  the  kitchen,  was  used  to 
suffice  as  a  classroom.  To  fulfill  the  need  for  additional  facilities  plans  were 
drawn  up  and  a  new  wing  containing  nine  classrooms  was  added  to  the 
building. 

Within  five  years  the  entire  building  was  again  completely  occupied, 
and  the  classes  were  overflowing.  As  a  result  of  this,  on  January  31,  1965. 
President  Powrie  announced  that  the  Ramah  Branch  was  to  be  divided  into 
two  branches,  Ramah  I  and  Ramah  II.  President  George  S.  Samuel  was 


October,  1967  CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER 


267 


sustained  as  President  of  Ramah  I  with  Brother  James  Howden  and 
Brother  James  Rudolph  as  his  counsellors,  and  with  Brother  Edward  York 
as  the  Branch  Clerk.  President  Derek  Bennington  was  sustained  as  Presi- 
dent of  Ramah  II,  with  Brother  George  Long  and  Brother  James  van  Zyl 
as  counsellors,  and  with  Brother  John  Taute  as  the  Branch  Clerk. 

Upon,  the  announcement  of  the  forthcoming  visit  of  Elder  Mark  F. 
Petersen,  both  the  Ramah  Branches  found  themselves  heavily  in  debt  as 
far  as  paying  for  their  new  classroom  wing.  However,  the  desire  to  have 
the  entire  building  dedicated  to  the  service  of  the  Lord  during  this  visit  of 
Elder  Petersen  galvanized  both  Branch  Presidencies  into  action.  Three  weeks 
before  Elder  Petersen  was  to  arrive  in  South  Africa  the  combined  debt 
of  the  Ramah  Branches  equalled  R14,000.  Yet,  when  just  less  than  two 
weeks  were  left,  the  entire  debt  had  been  paid.  In  fact  more  money  had 
been  collected  than  necessary. 

The  long-awaited  and  well-earned  event  then  came  as  a  reward  to  the 
efforts  of  the  Branch  Presidents  and  the  faithfulness  of  the  members  on, 
September  10,  as  all  bowed  their  heads  in  gratefulness  while  Elder  Petersen 
offered  the  Dedicatory  Prayer. 


Klerksdorp 


mJNDAY,  September  10,  1967, 
^  was  perhaps  the  most  impor- 
tant day  in  the  history  of  the 
Klerksdorp  Branch.  That  day  was 
the  day  of  the  dedication  of  their 
chapel  by  Elder  Mark  E.  Petersen. 

The  history  of  the  Klerksdorp 
Branch  began  only  as  far  back  as 
1955,  when  the  Wilson  Family 
moved  into  the  area  from  Welkom. 
A  few  years  later  the  du  Plessis 
Family  and  the  Palmers  arrived  in 
Klerksdorp.  In  June,  1961,  when 
the  first  missionaries  arrived  in 
Klerksdorp,  organized  meetings 
were  begun  in  the  home  of  the 
Wilson  Family.  Meetings  were  held 


in  the  different  homes  for  a  while, 
until  in  1963,  when  the  Branch  be- 
gan meeting  in  the  S.A.R.  Hall. 

At  first,  in  1962,  the  Klerksdorp 
Branch  was  organized  as  a  branch 
dependent  on  the  Krugersdorp 
Branch.  Brother  Alec  Wilson  was 
appointed  as  the  Presiding  Elder. 
Then  on  March  21,  1963  the 
Klerskdorp  Branch  was  organized 
as  an  independent  branch  with  Alec 
Wilson  as  Branch  President,  Dirk 
Hanekom  as  First  Counsellor,  Hugh 
Schultz  as  Second  Counsellor,  and 
Laurence   Palmer  as   Branch  Clerk. 

A  little  over  a  year  later  on  June 
30,  1964,  Brother  Louis  Hefer  was 
sustained  as  the  Klerksdorp  Branch 


268 


CUMORAHS  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER 


October,  1967 


President.  Then  just  six  months 
passed  until  on  December  2  the 
Branch  held  the  ground-breaking 
ceremony  for  their  new  chapel. 

The  Chapel  was  officially  opened 
on  June  20,  1965,  and  had  by  then 
already  been  completely  paid  for 
by    the    small    branch    membership. 


The  wait  of  over  two  years  for  its 
dedication  was  at  last  rewarded 
when  forty-six  members,  fifty-six 
visitors,  and  fourteen  missionaries 
bowed  their  heads  in  humble  wor- 
ship and  thanksgiving  as  Elder 
Petersen  offered  the  Dedicatory 
Prayer. 


Salisbury 


The  first  missionaries  arrived  in  Salisbury  in  1950.  There,  on  December 
17,  Elder  Munro  G.  McKay,  a  second  cousin  to  President  David  O.  McKay, 
dedicated  Northern  and  Southern  Rhodesia  to  the  work  of  the  Lord.  From 
that  time  the  membership  in  Salisbury  gradually  grew,  until  in  1959  a 
branch  was  formed.  Brother  Hugh  Hodgkiss  was  sustained  as  Branch 
President,  with  Kenneth  Trotter  as  First  Counsellor  and  L.  Clarke  as 
Branch  Clerk.  Later,  in  1960,  President  Hodgkiss  was  released  and  Brother 
Trotter  became  the  new  Branch  President. 

After  meeting  in  rented  premises  ranging  from  a  cloakroom  to  class- 
rooms, a  decision  was  reached  in  1961  to  build  a  chapel  in  Salisbury.  A 
suitable  piece  of  land  was  eventually  bought,  and  the  ground-breaking 
Ceremony  took  place  on  March  13,  1963.  Building  commenced  in  April. 
1963.  The  major  part  of  the  work  was  finished  in  December  and  the  offi- 
cial opening  of  the  chapel  took  place  on  January  19,  1964. 

Under  the  leadership  of  their  present  Branch  President,  President 
Alexander  Corbett,  the  Salisbury  Branch  recently  reached  a  most  impor- 
tant milestone.  On  September  17,  1967  after  a  social  the  evening  before  and 
a  conference  session  in  the  morning,  a  late  afternoon  service  climaxed  a 
period  of  growth  and  progress  as  the  Salisbury  saints  witnessed  the  dedica- 
tion of  their  well-deserved  chapel  by  Elder  Mark  E.  Petersen. 

EDITOR'S  NOTE :  Much  of  the  information  used  in  the  above 
section  was  taken  from  articles  written  in  the  March,  1965,  issue  of  the 
CSM. 
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Sendelinge  en  Afrikaans 

deur  Darrell  W.  Perry 
Transvaal  Streek  Leier 

rpOE  Jesus  op  aarde  was,  het  hy  marine  uitverkies  om  sy  kerk  te  lei. 
-*-  Toe  het  hy  vir  hulle  gese,  .,Gaan  die  hele  wereld  in  en  verkondig  die 
Evangelie  aan  die  ganse  mensdom."  Dit  was  aan  hulle  opgedra  om  die 
Evangelie  orals  te  versprei.  Vandag  het  hy  dieselfde  soort  ampsdraers 
gekies  om  dieselfde  werk  te  doen.  Vandag  nog  word  die  lede  en,  amps- 
draers van  die  kerk  beveel  om  die  Evangelie  met  hul  hele  hart  te  ver- 
kondig. 

Toe  Christus  op  die  aarde  was,  het  sy  Apostels  vir  horn  gevra: 
..Meester,  hoe  kan  ons  weet  wanneer  die  einde  sal  wees?" 

Vir  hulle  het  hy  gese,  „En  hierdie  evangelie  van  die  koninkryk  sal 
vrkondig  word  aan  die  hele  wereld  tot  'n  getuienis  vir  al  die  nasies;  en 
dan  sal  die  einde  kom." 

Hier  is  dit  vir  ons  duidelik  dat  alle  nasies  die  Evangelie  moet  hoor 
voordat  Jesus  weer  sal  kom;  en  as  alle  nasies  die  Evangelie  moet  hoor,  is 
dit  ook  vir  ons  duidelik  dat  die  Evangelie  aan  hulle  verduidelik  moet 
word. 

Die  eerste  sendelinge  het  in  1853  na  Suid-Afrika  gekom  om  die 
Evangelie  aan  die  mense  hier  te  verkondig.  Sedert  hierdie  tyd  het  hon- 
derde  sendelinge  ingekom  en  teruggegaan,  en  nog  vind  ons  baie  mense  wat 
nog  nooit  tevore  van  die  kerk  gehoor  het  nie.  Miskien  het  party  van  hulle 
al  van  die  naam  van  die  kerk  gehoor,  maar  nie  van  die  werking  van  die 
kerk  nie. 

Elke  dag  vind  ons  hierdie  toestand  tussen  die  mense  hier  in  Suid- 
Afrika,  en  die  grootste  deel  van  hierdie  soort  mense  is  die  Afrikaanse 
mense.  Die  rede  hiervoor  is  dat  hulle  nooit  die  kans  gekry  het  om  die 
Evangelie  in  hul  taal  te  hoor  nie.  As  dit  aan  hulle  in  Engels  gegee  is,  sal 
hulle  dit  nie  so  mooi  kan  verstaan  nie,  omdat  hul  huistaal  Afrikaans  is. 
Is  dit  dan  nie  wat  Christus  bedoel  het  nie,  toe  hy  gese  het:  „En  hierdie 
Evangelie  van  die  koningkryk  sal  verkondig  word  in  die  hele  wereld  tot 
*n  getuienis  vir  die  nasies;  en  dan  sal  die  einde  kom." 

Is  dit  nie  ons  verantwoordelikheid  om  die  Evangelie  vir  hulle  te  bring 
nie?  Wil  ons  dan  daarvoor  verantwoordelik  wees,  dat  iemand  nie  die  kans 
gekry  het  om  die  Evangelie  te  hoor  nie?  Christus  het  vir  ons  gese,  „Wie 
dan  weet  om  goed  te  doen  en  dit  nie  doen  nie,  vir  horn  is  dit  sonde."  Wil 
ons  daarvoor  verantwoordelik  wees  dat  ons  die  werk  van  Christus  gehinder 
het?  Hy  het  vir  ons  as  gebod  gegee:  „Gaan  die  hele  wereld  in  en  verkondig 
die  evangelie  aan  die  ganse  mensdom." 

Ons  is  pas  besoek  deur  een,  van  die  Apostels  wat  Christus  in  ons  eie 
tyd  geroep  het,  Ouderling  Mark  E.  Petersen.  Toe  hy  ons  besoek  het,  het 
hy  vir  die  sendelinge  in  die  Sending  gese:  „Almal  moet  nou  die  kans  kry 
om  die  Evangelie  te  hoor,  want  die  tyd  van  die  einde  kom  nou  nader." 

Aan  hierdie  Afrikaanse  mense  in  Suid-Afrika  wat  die  Evangelie  nog 
nooit  tevore  gehoor  het  nie  behoort  ons  nou  die  Evangelie  te  verkondig. 
Daarom,  wat  die  sendelinge  betref,  is  Afrikaans  die  taal  van  die  Sending. 
As  sendelinge  dan,  vra  ons  die  lede  wat  daartoe  in  staat  is,  om  NET 
Afrikaans  met  die  ouderlinge  te  praat.  Die  sendelinge  is  ook  gevra  om 
net  Afrikaans  te  praat,  dag  en  nag,  met  hul  metgesel.  met  al  die  lede  wat 
Afrikaans  kan  verstaan.  met  die  Afrikaanse  ondersoekers,  en  met  almal 
met  wie  hulle  ook  al  praat,  wat  gewoonlik  Afrikaans  gebruik.  Omdat  ons 
deur  'n  profeet  van  die  Here  gevra  is  om  so  te  doen,  vra  ons  almal  om 
te  help. 

Ons  is  deur  God  belowe  dat  ons  geseen  sal  word  as  ons  help  om  Sy 
koninkryk  te  bou,  maar  as  ons  weier  om  ons  beste  te  doen:  „Wie  dan 
weet  om  goed  te  doen  en  dit  nie  doen  nie,  vir  horn  is  dit  sonde."  Laat  ons 
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dan  almal  vir  onsself  onderskei  tussen  wat  ons  kan  doen,  en  wat  ons  nie 
kan  doen  nie.  Maar  onthou,  die  Here  weet  altyd  wat  ons  wel  kan,  en  nie 
kan  doen  nie. 
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S.A.  MISSION 


HIGHLIGHTS 

Cumorah's    Message   of   You 

Elder  Michael  R.  Jolley,  Section  Editor 


DURBAN 

Sustains    New    Leaders 

Reported  by  Harry  Dyason 

^ISTER  Beryl  Soane,  our  regular  CSM  reporter,  has  left  for  overseas  on 
^  an  extended  tour  of  the  continent.  While  in  England,  she  hopes  to  be 
able  to  do  some  of  her  genealogy.  Her  husband  is  to  join  her  there. 

Graham  Willson  and  Gail  Richardson  intend  getting  married  in 
September.  Fortunately  for  Durban,  they  are  going  to  settle  in  our  fair 
city. 

Sister  Carol  Coetzee  is  leaving  the  Durban  Branch,  but  she  was  so 
satisfied  with  all  the  love  the  Durban  saints  extended  to  her  that  she  decided 
to  take  a  personal  memento  with  her,  namely  her  husband,  Brother  Harlan 
Doller.  They  intend  getting  married  in  the  Krugersdorp  Chapel  in  October, 
1967. 

Mavis  Scheckle  surprised  everyone  this  month  by  announcing  her 
engagement  to  William  Coates. 

With  all  the  excitement,  though,  everyone  here  is  still  talking  about 
MIA. 

The  M  Men  and  Gleaner  classes  had  a  very  successful  evening  with 
excellent  talks  given  by  experts  in  our  branch  on  the  achievement  pro- 
gramme. All  the  delicious  refreshments  were  made  by  the  class  as  part 
of  the  programme.  The  M  Men  and  Gleaner  classes  are  gaining  popularity 
rapidly  by  virtue  of  their  excellent  team  spirit,  and  the  hard  work  of  their 
class  leader,  Sister  Aletta  Dyason. 

The  Durban  Saints  are  all  looking  forward  to  the  Gold  and  Green 
Ball,  especially  now  that  the  organization  and  decorating  has  been  handed 
over  to  the  M  Men  and  Gleaner  classes  with  Brother  Lindsay  Wiblin, 
the  decorator  of  our  "Winter  Wonderland  Ball",  as  chairman. 

The  whole  of  the  District  and  Branch  Presidency  has  been  reorganized. 
After  the  past-leaders  were  released  with  a  vote  of  thanks  the  following 
brethren  were  called  to  serve  and  lead  the  saints  here  in  Durban: 
DISTRICT  PRESIDENCY:  President  Walter  P.  Randall,  President  William 

D.  Nel,  President  Duane  Jakins. 
BRANCH    PRESIDENCY:    President   Charles   H.    Spear,    Brother   George 

Done,  Brother  Noel  B.  Futter. 
THIRD    QUORUM    OF    ELDERS    PRESIDENCY:    President    Ernest   T. 

Osman,  Brother  Donald  Barrowman,  Brother  Victor  Rawlings. 
ELDERS   GROUP   LEADERS:    Brother   Ray  G.  Willson,   Brother   Vince 

Doller,  Brother  Victor  H.  Henning. 
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PIETERMARITZBURG 


Views    Mormon    Pavilion    Film 


Reported   by   Connie   de   Bruin 


HP  HE  highlight  of  the  month  was 
-*-  District  Conference  held  in 
Durban  August  26-27.  Once  again 
the  saints  had  the  pleasure  of  meet- 
ing with  President  and  Sister 
Badger.  During  this  meeting,  a  new 
Natal  District  Presidency  was  sus- 
tained and  the  Pietermaritzburg 
saints  wish  to  thank  President  R. 
Willson  for  a  difficult  job  well  done. 

Congratulations  to  Brother  and 
Sister  Berghoff  on  the  birth  of  a 
daughter. 

This  month  Pietermaritzburg 
saints  were  given  a  wonderful  treat. 
They  saw  the  film,  "Man's  Search 
for    Happiness".    The    investigators 


evening    were 


who     attended     this 
very    impressed. 

Welcome  to  the  Cryer  family. 
Brother  Cecil  Cryer  was  baptized 
during  this  month,  and  his  two 
children,  Cecil  Jr.  and  Carol,  were 
blessed. 

The  MIA  held  a  moonlight 
ramble.  The  night  turned  out 
bitterly  cold  but  nothing  daunted 
the  saints,  who  set  out  to  enjoy  an 
evening  of  fun. 

MIA  has  also  started  speech  and 
drama  classes  with  Sister  Joy  Caine 
at  the  helm.  These  lessons  are  a 
lot  of  fun  and  are  enjoyed  by  the 
large  number  of  saints  who  attend. 


WELKOM 

Holds    Fireside    With    Assistants 

Reported  by  Gladys  Wilford 

ri^HE  month  of  August  has  been  chiefly  a  month  of  preparation  for  the 
-*-  most  wonderful  event  that  could  happen  in  our  branch,  the  dedication 
of  our  chapel. 

One  highlight  of  the  month  was  a  fireside  that  was  held  on  a  Monday 
night.  The  two  Assistants  to  the  Mission  President,  Elder  Ricks  and  Elder 
Eggett,  came  down  from  Johannesburg  with  the  films.  One  was  "The 
Windows  of  Heaven"  and  the  other  was  "Man's  Search  for  Happiness." 
Both  of  these  films  were  really  wonderful  and  any  person  who  has  not 
seen  them  has  really  missed  something  worthwhile.  Unfortunately,  "The 
Windows  of  Heaven"  has  been  returned  to  Johannesburg  but  the  other 
film  has  been  left  to  be  shown  at  a  later  date. 


PRETORIA 


Increases    Membership 

Reported  by  Anna  Muller 


ON  August  5,  a  beautiful  sunny 
day  with  just  a  hint  of  spring, 
Brother  Keith  Akerman  entered  the 
waters  of  baptism  followed  by  five 
younger  members:  Ria  van  Vuuren, 
Rita  Buys,  Neil  Miessner,  Anton 
Brummer  and  James  van  Vuuren. 

Brother  Ike  Swartzberg  has  been 
ordained  a  Priest.  Alexander  Max- 
well and  Johann  Muller  were  pre- 
sented with  Aaronic  Priesthood 
Certificates   of  Achievement  by  the 


Branch  President. 

Our  best  wishes  to  Wiesie  Smal 
and  Henry  Comrie.  who  were  en- 
gaged on  August  12. 

MIA  held  a  most  enjoyable 
dance  evening  on  August  22.  in  the 
form  of  a  Hobo  Party.  The  music 
was  excellent  and  the  costumes  most 
original. 

A  very  welcome  newcomer  to 
Pretoria  is  Brother  Ian  McFarlane 
from  Cape  Town. 
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SPRINGS 

Welcomes    New    Members 

Reported  by  Valerie  Keuning 

OUR  congratuations  go  to  Brother  and  Sister  Les  Adlard  for  the  birth 
of  their  fifth  son  on  July  21.  Young  Wynne  James  was  blessed  by  his 
father  on  August  6. 

Our  missionaries  in  Springs  held  a  film  show  on  Monday,  August  14, 
for  members  and  investigators.  The  film  shown,  "Man's  Search  for  Happi- 
ness", was  well  received  by  all  those  present. 

Congratulations  go  to  Brother  Clive  MacMillain,  who  has  been  ad- 
vanced from  a  deacon,  to  a  teacher  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood. 

A  house-warming  party  was  held  in  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister 
Harold  Martell  on  Saturday,  August  26.  A  large  crowd  of  saints  gathered 
to  welcome  officially  Brother  and  Sister  Martell  to  the  Springs  branch. 

On  August  27,  Brother  Temple  Futter  left  by  air  for  London,  where  he 
will  be  serving  as  a  missionary  for  the  next  two  years.  Because  of  our 
Share  The  Gospel  programme,  not  many  of  the  members  were  able  to 
bid  Elder  Futter  farewell,  but  we  wish  him  well  and  our  prayers  will  be 
with  him  that  he  may  meet  with  lots  of  success  while  doing  the  Lord's 
work. 

We  would  like  to  welcome  Brother  and  Sister  Evezard  and  their 
family,  who  were  baptized  members  of  the  Church  during  the  past  month. 
We  hope  that  their  future  years  as  members  of  the  true  church  will  prove 
to  be  rich  and  rewarding. 

We  have  been  fortunate  in  having  some  visitors  in  Springs  for  a  short 
while.  Sister  Borcherd  from  Rhodesia  and  Sister  Joyce  Jakins  from  Cape 
Town.  It  was  lovely  having  them  and  we  hope  they  will  visit  us  again 
shortly. 

We  were  sad  to  bid  farewell  to  Sister  Kay  MacKay,  together  with  her 
three  children,,  Valerie,  Neal  and  Stuart,  who  left  for  the  United  Kingdom. 
A  large  crowd  gathered  at  the  Springs  station  to  say,  "Totsiens",  as  they 
left  on  the  first  leg  of  their  journey.  They  will  be  joined  shortly  by  Brother 
Fred  MacKay,  who  is  staying  behind  to  finalize  his  business. 


KRUGERSDORP 

Enjoys    Primary    Programme 

Reported  by  Sheila  Bibb 

IT  looks  as  if  it's  a  year  for  girls!  Those  who  attended  the  Genea- 
The  Hornings,  Gueffroys  and  logical  Conference  held  at  Ramah 
Hornabrooks  have  all  been  blessed  on  September  1,  thoroughly  en- 
with  daughters  during  the  past  joyed  the  interesting  talks  given, 
month.  The  three  young  ladies  have  The  evening  ended  with  the  show- 
been  given  the  beautiful  names  of  ing  of  the  beautiful  film,  "Man's 
Shirley  Diane,  Genevieve  Suzette  Search  for  Happiness", 
and  Valene  Elizabeth,  respectively.  A  very  successful  Primary  Pro- 
gramme was  held  on  September  3. 
A  very  enjoyable  film  was  shown  The  children  performed  their  parts 
in  aid  of  Sunday  School  funds  on  beautifully  and  made  their  parents 
August  25.  It  was  entitled  "The  quite  misty-eyed  over  their  unusual- 
Courtship  of  Eddies'   Father."  ly  angelic  behaviour. 
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VEREENIGING 

Scouts    Invested 

Reported  by  Lynette  I.  Roberts 

ri^HE  Primary  this  month  has  been  busy  with  rehearsals  for  the  Primary 
-*-  Home  Evening,  and  the  co-operation,  of  the  children  has  been  most 
rewarding. 

The  MIA  enjoyed  a  visit  from  the  District  MIA  and  Brother  AdendorfF 
at  the  beginning  of  the  month,  who  seemed  impressed  by  the  wonderful 
spirit  of  the  youth. 

The  Branch  participated  in  a  Quartet  Festival  at  Ramah  on  August  12, 
with  both  a  choir  and  a  quartet.  Everyone  enjoyed  the  evening  and  we 
thank  those  who  worked  so  hard  in  the  choir  to  make  it  such  a  success. 

On  August  1,  four  scouts  from  this  branch  were  invested  at  an  im- 
pressive ceremony  in  the  Junior  Sunday  School  room.  Thev  were:  Lionel 
McKnight.  Martin  Slabbert,  Anthony  Sheasby  and  Brian,  Kingsley.  Repre- 
senting the  Boy  Scouts  were  the  District  Commissioner,  Mr.  Burrows,  who 
did  the  investitures,  the  Scoutmaster  for  the  First  Vereeniging  Troop,  and 
the  representative  from  the  Second  Venturer  Commander  Scout  Troop. 

The  Scout  troop  held  their  first  week-end  camp  at  Datankie,  Vander- 
bylpark,  on  August  4-5.  The  Scout  Master,  William  Sheasby,  and  the 
Assistant  Scout  Master,  Alfred  Letts,  were  in  charge  of  the  scouts  at  this 
event.  The  camp  went  off  well,  which  speaks  highlv  for  the  organization 
of  the  leaders  and  the  co-operation  of  the  scouts  involved. 

The  Relief  Society,  having  started  again  after  recess,  is  enjoving  a 
truly  fine  spirit  of  love  among  the  sister,  and  the  meetings  for  this 
month  have  been  well  attended. 

We  welcome  into  the  Branch  Brother  Michael  Marriot.  who  was  bap- 
tized on  August  5. 


RAMAH  II 

Hosts    District    Concert 

Reported  by  Hope  Minne 

npHE  Relief  Society  came  out  of  and  games  and  good  things  to  eat. 

-™-    recess  this  month  and  the  sisters  The     oranges     were     sold     for     the 

are  now  busy  preparing  for  the  sale  Building  Fund,  and  all  who  attended 

in  November.  voted   it  a  first  class   evening. 

MIA    keeps    swinging   along    and  If  we  haV£          welcomed  Brother 

a  very  happy  atmosphere   pervades  and  Sjster  Brjnk                     k    fe  f 

r     •       urt  R°n     ™ursdays'        T  this,   we    do    so    now   with    all    our 

Begins  With  Balloons     was  a  great  hearts 
success   as   the   District  gathered   in 

the  hall  to  enjoy  items  bv  various  We  are  all  looking  forward  to  the 

branches   joined   together  bv   Presi-  arrival   of  Elder   Mark    E.   Petersen 

dent  Norman  Scott's  versatile  antics  and    Sister    Petersen.    By    the    time 

as  master  of  ceremonies.  The  repre-  this    is    read    they    will    have    come 

sentative  for  Ramah  II  secured    js  and    gone,    but   at   the   moment   the 

the    place    of    the    best    branch    by  whole  Mission  is  waiting  with  bated 

bursting   his   balloon  first!  breath    to   hear   what   they   have   to 

The  CSM  Festival  was  on  August  say.  What  a  joy  it  will  be  to  know 

19.  It  went  under  the  banner  of  an  that  the  whole  of  Ramah,  both  old 

"Orange   Festival",   and   there   were  and  new  sections,  will  be  dedicated 

oodles  of  oranges  and  plenty  of  fun  by  an  Apostle  of  the  Church. 
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RAMAH  I 

Serves    Spanish    Dinner 

Reported  by  Pat  Bradley 

WHILE    Relief    Society   was    in    recess,    this   was    one   of   our   quieter 
month.    Yet,    with    the    opening    social,    which    was    well    attended, 
activity  began  anew. 

On  August  7,  we  said  farewell  to  two  of  our  members  who  left  for 
England:   Sister  Olive  and  Brother  Michael  Dewsnup. 

Still  busy  gathering  in  funds  to  pay  for  our  building,  our  MIA  held 
a  Spanish  Dinner  on  Saturday.  August  26.  Besides  the  scrumptious  food, 
we  were  entertained  by  a  most  delightful  little  dancer  and  some  Spanish 
singing  by  Sister  Pat  Holbrook. 


SALISBURY 


Visited    By    Mission    President 


Reported  by  Jean  Bean 


ri^HE  Salisbury  Saints  were  very 
-"-  happy  to  welcome  President 
Howard  C.  Badger  on  August  13, 
to  their  Sunday  services.  During 
the  Sacrament  service,  a  men's  and 
a  women's  quartet  combined  to 
sing  "O,  My  Father",  which  was 
thoroughly  enjoyed  by  all  the 
listeners.  During  the  evening,  fare- 
well talks  were  given  by  Elders 
Merlyn  Monson  and  Stephen  Price, 
who  were  followed  by  a  most  in- 
spiring talk  given  by  President 
Howard  C.  Badger.  The  saints  were 
also  happy  to  welcome  Sister 
Schoult  from  Sinoia  to  these 
services. 

Share  the  Gospel  service  on 
August  27  was  well  attended.  The 
theme  for  the  service  included  the 
aims,  objectives  and  work  of  the 
Primary  and  MIA.  During  the 
evening,  twelve  Primary  children 
sang  several  songs  and,  as  usual, 
these  were  greatly  enjoyed  by  all 
present. 

During  the  month,  Primary  held 
a  surprise  picnic  to  celebrate  its 
birthday,  and  all  the  children  were 
taken  to  the  small  park  on  Glenara 
Avenue,  where  they  enjoyed  playing 
on  the  swings  and  were  able  to 
admire  and  enjoy  watching  the  birds 
and  animals. 


In  August.  Brothers  Keith  Wain- 
wright  and  Timmy  Baxter  received 
Articles  of  Faith  awards  and  Sisters 
Janine  Thwaits  and  Chrysse  Frost 
earned  several  Gaynote  and  Merri- 
hand  awards,  respectively. 

MIA  members  are  all  working 
hard  preparing  for  the  dedication 
week-end.  On  Friday  evening, 
August  25,  certificates  were  pre- 
sented to  all  who  had  completed 
the  Speech  Training  Course.  Sister 
Jennv  Neale  won  the  "impromptu 
talk"  and  Brother  Jack  Stevens  the 
"prepared  talk"  competitions  held 
at  the  end  of  the  course. 

An  MIA  Fireside  was  held  at 
Brother  and  Sister  Crankshaw's 
home,  where  a  number  of  members 
gathered  to  enjoy  the  beautiful  film, 
"Man's    Search    for   Happiness". 

On  Sunday,  August  27,  the  fol- 
lowing Relief  Society  sisters  were 
presented  with  awards  for  100% 
visiting  teaching  for  1966:  Sisters 
Leah  and  Sandra  Corbett.  June 
Frost.  Minnie  Swalwell  and  Norma 
Thwaits. 

Salisbury  Saints  were  very  sad  to 
bid  farewell  to  Brother  Frank  and 
Sister  Eileen  van  Zyl  who  have  left 
to   settle   in  Johannesburg. 
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BULAWAYO 

Preparing    For    Bazaar 

Reported  by  Dawn  Owen 

ON  July  30,  in  our  chapel  with  beautiful  flower  arrangements  in  mauve 
and  white,  Sister  Judith  Jubber's  farewell  testimonial  was  an  un- 
qualified success.  Each  of  the  fifty  members  and  their  friends  were  pre- 
sented with  a  farewell  programme.  The  speeches  were  moving  and  memo- 
rable. We  know  her  missioanry  period  in  Holland  will  be  a  success  and 
of  inestimable  value  to  her. 

With  our  annual  bazaar  only  two  months  away,  Relief  Society  work 
is  taking  on  new  vigour.  Some  of  the  members  are  meeting  at  the  Chapel 
on  Saturday  afternoons  to  speed  up  the  sewing  projects  for  the  bazaar. 
We  wish  to  thank  Sister  Minnie  Budd  of  Gwelo  for  the  gift  of  £5-0-0 
worth  of  sweets,  donated  towards  our  last  cake  sale. 

Our  grateful  thanks  to  Elder  David  Bly  who  is  acting  as  Branch 
Organist. 

A  fireside  was  held  at  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  William  Jubber. 
As  this  gathering  was  held  immediately  after  Sacrament  service,  the  twenty- 
three  people  attending  were  treated  to  a  cold  buffet  supper. 

A  "Tickey  Evening"  in  the  form  of  a  braaivleis  was  held  for  the 
Sunday  School  on  the  chapel  grounds.  Films  were  also  shown. 


MOWBRAY 


Plays    To    Full    House 

Reported  by  Beatrice  Smith 


THE  Relief  Society  swung  into 
activity  with  an  opening  social 
on  August  3.  The  new  President, 
Sister  Ivy  Fourie,  introduced  her 
team  of  officers  and  teachers  to  the 
members  present.  Then  President 
Park  commended  the  sisters  on  work 
done  in  the  past,  and  asked  that 
they  continue  with  their  efforts  in 
the  future.  There  were  refreshments 
served  and  then  those  who  wished 
joined  in  the  dancing.  Brother 
Gordon  Terblanche  and  Brother 
Winston  MacKinnon  arranged  the 
novelty  dances. 

Our  deepest  sympathy  goes  to 
the  family  of  our  beloved  sister, 
Sister  Anna  Barris,  who  died 
suddenly  on  August  15.  May  all  of 
those  who  were  near  and  dear  to 
her    be    comforted. 

Brother  Martin  Duncan  has  been 
on  a  flying  visit  to  Canada. 

Sister  Pamela  van  der  Linden 
produced  the  musical  play,  "It 
Begins  With  Balloons",  for  the 
MIA.  This  was  staged  for  two 
evenings  and  played  to  a  full  house 
both  times.  Props  were  beautifully 
made     by    Brothers     Gordon     Ter- 


blanche and  Clive  Nicholls.  Every- 
one who  took  part  seemed  to  be 
having  an  enjoyable  time.  The 
audiences  enjoyed   it,   too. 

Brother  Douglas  and  Sister  Rose- 
Marie  Henderson  left  on  the  first 
leg  of  their  long  trek  home  to 
Canada  on  August  13.  Their  route 
led  via  Athens  to  Prague,  where 
Professor  Henderson  had  a  lecture 
to  deliver,  then  on  to  London  and 
north  to  Scotland  before  taking  to 
the  air  for  Canada.  They  and  their 
three  children  have  been  around  the 
world  in  the  past  year:  first  to 
Australia,  then  here  and  a  last  hop 
home.  May  they  enjoy  many  happy 
memories  of  these  travels. 

During  the  month,  the  Relief 
Society  held  two  special  work 
meetings  to  prepare  items  for  the 
forthcoming  bazaar.  Both  of  these 
meetings  proved  to  be  very  friendly 
get-togethers  where  the  sisters  were 
able  to  demonstrate  their  pet  articles 
and  learn  how  to  make  new  novel- 
ties. 

The  Sunday  School  commenced 
its  new  teacher  training  course 
under  the  tutelage  of  Sister  Alber- 
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tina  van  der  Linden.  An  enthusiastic 
group  will  soon  be  available  for 
teaching  positions  in,  the  various 
auxiliaries. 

Two  of  our  sisters  have  met  with 
accidents  this  month.  They  are 
Sister  June  Nielssen.  who  has  a 
broken  arm,  and  Sister  Marie 
Snowden  who  has  a  broken  leg. 


There  have  been  a  lot  of  visitors 
this  month,  some  from  East  London 
and  some  from  the  Transvaal.  It 
was  particularly  nice  to  see  Alamein 
Butt  and  make  the  acquaintance  of 
his   wife   and   little   son. 

Welcome  to  Sister  Zoraida  Wil- 
liams who  has  returned  to  our  midst 
after  a  long  illness.  It  is  good  to 
see  her  looking  spry  again. 


MISSIONARY  ACTIVITIES 


ELDER    MONTY    J. 
EGGETT 

Bountiful,   Utah 


ELDER  CARL  J.         ELDER  STEPHEN  E.     ELDER  JAMES  W. 

NYE  PRICE  THOMAS 

Tabiona,  Utah  Nephi,   Utah  Altadena,   California 


LEAVING 


FOR 


HOME 


ELDER   DOUGLAS  R. 

WEISE 

Ogden,   Utah 


RELEASES 


ELDER    ROBERT    K.    ANGER,    released    September    12.    1967.    He    has    laboured    in    Port 

Elizabeth.    Bellville.    Salisbury,   Brakpan   as   District   Leader  of  the   East   Rand,   and   in   the 

Mission  Home  as  Mission  Secretary. 
ELDER  JAMES  O.   PACK,   released  September   12.    1967.   He  has  laboured   in  Springs,  Carle- 

tonville,     Bulawayo,     Brixton,    Greenside.     Krugersdorp    as    District    Leader    of    the    West 

Rand,  and  in  Durban  as  the  Natal  District  Leader. 
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FROM  OUR  FILES 


BLESSINGS 


MOWBRAY 
McLEAN,    David   Wayne   blessed   September 

3.    1967. 
McLEAN,   Deborah  Tracy  blessed  September 

3.    1967. 
McLEAN,  Leonard  Martin  blessed  September 

3     1967. 
TERBLANCHE,     Michael     Anthony     blessed 

September    3,    1967. 


RAMAH  n 
DELATE,    Jacqueline   Mercia   blessed   August 
6,    1967. 

SPRrNGS 
BOTHA,    Paulus    Johannes    blessed    June    4, 

1967. 
DALLDORF,    Rhona    Ann    blessed    June    4. 

1967. 


BAPTISMS 


EAST  LONDON 

HUMAN,    Clement    Reginald    baptized    Sep- 
tember 20,   1967. 

MOWBRAY 

BARRIS,     Edith     Elizabeth     Anita     Briigers 
Robbertze    baptized    August    21,    1967. 

McLEAN,     Donald    William    baptized    Sep- 
tember  2,    1967. 

McLEAN,     Joyce     Margaret     baptized     Sep- 
tember 2.    1967. 

TERBLANCHE,      Arlene      Maree      baptized 
September  2,  1967. 


TERBLANCHE,      Janet      Dagene      baptized 

September  2.   1967. 
TERBLANCHE,     Leona     Ronette     baptized 

Sentember  2.   1967. 
TERBLANCHE,       Leon       Stanley      baptized 

September  2,  1967. 

RAMAH  I 
BASMATZIAM,     Pablo     baptized     May     6. 

1967. 

VEREENIGING 
MARRIOTT,      Michael      Pichford      baptized 

August   5,    1967. 


ORDINATIONS 


BLOEMFONTEIN 

NUNS,     Bruce     Alan     ordained     a     Teacher 

September  8,  1967. 

DURBAN 
AUSTIN,    Robin    Hugh    ordained    an    Elder 

August  27,   1967. 
HENNING,       Paul       Edwin       ordained       a 

Deacon     August     27,      1967. 
JACKSON,     Hilton     Granville     ordained     an 

Elder     August     27.     1967. 
MOWBRAY 
TERBLANCHE,    Andre    Richard    ordained    a 

Deacon  June  25,  1967. 


PRETORIA 

JANSE    VAN    RENSBURG,    Johannes    Ger- 
hardus    ordained   a   Priest   April   23,    1967. 


WELKOM 

BELDON,  Blake  ordained  a  Deacon  Sep- 
tember  8.    1967. 

BRICKNELL,  Ivor  Leslie  ordained  a 
Deacon    September    8,    1967. 

FARQUHARSON,  George  Douglas  ordained 
a    Deacon   September   8,    1967. 


MARRIAGES 


DURBAN 
RANDALL.    Susanne    Ruth    married    Michael 
Sydney   Kelly   on   July   8,    1967. 


DEATHS 


SPRINGS 
DICKS,  baby  died  February  14,   1966. 
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HOLD  TO  THE  ROD 


"Have  you  the  courage,  my  bright-eyed  friend, 
To  hold  to  this  rod,  to  the  bitter-end? 
As  your  new-found  testimony  burns  within, 
And  lights  your  soul  (now  free  from  sin) 
And  shines  from  your  eyes,  and  makes  you  stand  tall, 
With  your  head  held  high,  and  a  wish  to  tell  all 
Of  this  joy  you  have  found,  this  beautiful  plan, 
That  bridges  the  gap  twixt  God  and  Man? 

How  long  will  you  remember  'tis  the  Church  of  God, 

That  like  you,  the  folks  within,   are  carrying  their  loads? 

That  for  them  too,  the  way  gets  rough, 

And  sometimes  for  each  other  they're  more  than  enough? 

For  the  acid-test  of  this  Gospel,  you  know, 

Is  learning  to  live,  and  love,  here  below: 

To  understand  one  another,  to  be  loving  and  kind, 

To  be  sometimes  'deaf  and  dumb'  and  a  little  bit  'blind'. 

For  strangely  enough,  now,  you'll  hear  and  see  too, 

More  faults  in  your  neighbour,  and  more  virtue  in  you. 

You'll   be  extra-sensitive,   and   easily  hurt, 

And   for   slightest  rebuffs   always  on   the   alert. 


<=3 


But  be  warned,  dear  friend,  as  you  start  on  your  way:  5^ 

These  are  the  Devil's  tools  —  ignore  the  display.  C3 

His  workshop's  always  open  —  he  works  round  the  clock. 
Name  the  weak  emotion  —  he  has  the  lot. 


-  ' 


So  have  courage,  my  friend,  Hold  to  the  rod. 

You'll  find  a  full  armour  in  the  House  of  God. 

He  will  not  leave  you  to  struggle  alone, 

If  you  stay  close  to  Him  till  the  battle's  won. 

Keep  the  Light  of  today  burning  ever  as  bright, 

And  you'll  never  get  lost,  while  seeking  the  Right. 

Joyce    Wahlburn 
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